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The ones

‘towatch at

the festival

By Mina Hochberg

mhochberg@am-ny.com

With more than 150 films
to choose from, deciding

what to see is no easy task.
Here are a few movies that

; caught our eye:

Documentaries

A still from “Nanking”

Nanking

The Rape of Nanking in 1937-38
resulted in an estimated
200,000 Chinese deaths at the
hands of the occupying
Japanese. The toll could have
been higher had it not been for
a group of Westerners, including
a Nazi businessman and
American missionaries, who
stayed through the occupation
to provide a refuge. They saved
areported 250,000 lives. The
story is told through interviews
with survivors and Japanese
soldiers, as well as letters and
dlanes

| Have Never Forgotten

‘You: The Life and Legacy

- of Simon Wiesenthal

Simon Wiesenthal lost nearly

100 family members during the

Holocaust, his own life spared
when the Allied forces liberated
him from Mauthausen concen-
tration camp. With no schooling
as an‘investigator, he devoted
 his entire life to hunting down_
more than 1,000 war criminals.
“In this documentary narrated by
Nicole Kidman, director Richard
Trank taps into a tenacrous

o mans life.

The Power of the Game
Director Michael Apted, of the
gripping “7 Up” documentary
series, delves info the world of
soccer and the impact the sport
has had on countries around the
world — at political, social and
personal levels. He follows six
stories, finally ending with the
2006 World Cup in Germany.

. The Devil (::ame on

~ Through hunid ds of exc]uswely

shot photos, retired Marine
Captain Brian Steidle shares his
perspective of Darfur, where he
spent six months working with

_ the African Union to monitor a

ceasefire. Given his unique

-access within Sudan, Steidle

was able to take scores of pho-
tographs documenting the -
genocide in a way not many
others have.

The King of Kong

Everyone loves a documentary
about the competitive world of .
[fill in the blank]. In this case,
it's “Donkey Kong." Though ver-
sions of the classic arcade
game are instantly accessible
via a quick Google search, there
is in fact a world record-holder.
And apparently he’s very pro-
tective of his title. T

Billy Mitchell in “The King
of Kong.”

Taxi to the Dark Side

From the Oscar-nominated
director who brought us “Enron:
The Smartest Guys in the
Room,” comes this investigation

- of the Bush Administration’s

torture policy. Alex Gibney inter-
views former government offi-
cials and provides exclusive

- images from Abu Ghraib,

Guantanamo and Bagram pris-

ons. Executive-produced by

Sidney Blumenthal, former sen-

. ior adviser to President Bill
Clinton.

Jane” brings D.H._Lawrencg.s__ :

_ Chatterley’s Lover."

Invisibles -

Actor Javier Bardem and’
Doctors Without Borders pro-
duced this collection of five

shart films spotlighting obscure-

humanitarian aid efforts around
the world. In Spanish, English,
Lwo, Kiluba and Swahili, the .
shorts are directed by esteemed

-filmmakers including Wim

Wenders and Isabel Coixet.

Bomb It

“Bomb It” is an explo-
ration of graffiti culture.

This film takes a timely look at
the history and controversies of
graffiti. Director Jon Reiss inter-
views graffiti writers and catch-
es them in the act as he traces
the “art form" from prehistoric
times. The focus extends from
Brazil to Japan.

Features

Gardener of Eden

Kevin Connolly of HBO's
“Entourage” steps behind the
camera for his directorial fea-
ture debut. The dark comedy,
produced by Leonardo DiCaprio,

- stars Lukas Haas as a young

man living with his parents,
stuck in a going-nowhere deli
job. His hurndrum life changes
when he happens to catcha -
serial rapist. Also starring
Giovanni Ribisi, Erika-
Christensen.

Lady Chatterley

Winner of multiple Cesar=
Awards — the French equivalent
to the-Oscars — this adaptation
of “John Thomas and Lady

story of reawakened
desire to the big -

screen. The storyis
one of the three ver-
sions that's been print-
ed of Lawrence's “Lady

Elijah Wood sheds his
hobbit looks in “Day
Zero."

Day Zero e
Elijah Wood goes bareheaded in
this film set in the near future.

- The world is gripped by terror-
ism and the draft has been rein-
stated. But three New York
friends — played by Wood, Chris
Klein and Jon Bernthal — don't
want to go. They've got 30 days
to report for duty. Directed by
Bryan Gunnar Cole.

The Education

of Charlie Banks

Jesse Eisenberg starred in one
of the festival’s original claims
to fame — “Rodger Dodger”

back in 2002. Now he refurns as

“The Education of Charlle
_Banks”

conflicted star Charlie Banks,an

Upper West Side kid who secret-
ly rats out his pal Mick to the

- police for a brutal beating. -
~ Threeyears later, Mick paysa -
visit, and a jumpy Charlie won-

ders if his history asa snitch -

has been revealed.

Mulberry Street

Here's a film for horror fans —
or for anyone who's lived in the
city too long. The story centers

on an infection that spreads

throughout Manhattan, turning
humans into killer rats. As the
city falls to pieces, six apart-
ment evictees fight for survival.
And, of course, to protect their
apartment building. Rats, evic-
tions and guarding real estate?
Can't get more New York than
that.

Golden Door

Setin 1913 and starring
Charlotte Gainsbourg, “Golden
Door” captures the immigrant

. experience in New York City. A

Sicilian family gives up the
familiarities of their life in-
Europe to venture a four-week
trip across the Atlantic fo Ellis
Island. The film has already
picked up accolades at previous
festivals, including a Silver Lion
at the Venice Film Festival last
year.

Lovesickness
(“Maldeamores”™)

A three-pronged story about
well, love. Set in Puerta Rico,
“Lovesickness” follows its
ensemble of characters through
a love triangle, a flailing mar-
riage fraught with infidelity and
a hostage situation.

Sarah Michelle Gellar -
and Alec Baldwin star in
“Suburban Girl”. -




